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The Senate Finance Committee advanced the nomination of Rep. Tom Price 
(R-Ga.) for Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(HHS) last week, without the support of any committee Democrats. Democrats 
boycotted the scheduled Finance Committee markup to vote on Rep. Price’s 
nomination. Committee rules require the presence of at least one member of 
the minority party in order to have a quorum to conduct business. Democrats 
cited a need for additional information about Rep. Price’s trading of health care 
stock as the reason for the boycott. They requested that Rep. Price be brought 
in for further questioning. Their decision was strongly criticized by both the 
White House and committee Republicans. Following the delay, Committee 
Republicans advanced the nominee by a vote of 14-0 through suspension of the 
rules. Rep. Price’s nomination will now head to the Senate floor. Chairman Orrin 
Hatch (R-Utah) hopes the final vote will take place this week. Given Republican’s 
52-seate majority in the Senate, Rep. Price can still be confirmed without any 
Democratic support. 

Price Nomination Advances to Senate Floor 

Proposal to Limit Tax Breaks for Employer-Sponsored 
Insurance  

Lawmakers are considering limiting tax breaks for employers who provide 
health insurance as a means to offset the cost of replacing the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA). House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady 
(R-Texas) expressed strong 
support for the policy last 
week. He believes that the 
change would make the tax 
code fairer by distributing 
tax benefits among those 
with and without a job. 
But Speaker of the House 
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) later 
stated that the policy might 
not have enough support 
to pass Congress. Speaker 
Ryan’s “A Better Way” health 
proposal released in 2016 
would cap the exclusion 
so that it limited only the 
most generous plans. There 
are Republicans in both 
chambers who expressed 
opposition to the plan. 
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Executive Order Signed to Reduce Regulatory Burden 

President Trump signed an executive order last week that would require any new proposed regulation to be 
accompanied by a repeal of two existing regulations. For FY 2017, it mandates that costs of new regulations be 

completely offset by repealing existing regulations, and that regulations in future fiscal years be subject to an agency-
specific cap to be determined by the director of the Office of Management and Budget. However, it appears that the 
executive order will allow the director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to exempt certain regulations from 
these requirements.  The executive order could cause complications for agencies with health care jurisdiction, because 
these agencies issue many regulations that are required by law. OMB has issued interim guidance implementing the 
executive order for FY 2017, but notes that such guidance may be subject to revision and that additional guidance will be 
forthcoming for future fiscal years.

ACA Rhetoric May Be Shifting  

Some Republicans are changing their rhetoric in regard to the future of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). While the GOP’s 
original goal was to repeal and replace the law, several Republican members of Congress have begun using words like 

“repair” to speak about their intentions for the 2010 health care law. House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Greg Walden (R-Ore.) and Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander 
(R-Tenn.) have both made recent statements indicating that some provisions of the ACA will be kept and modified if 
necessary. Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.), for example, introduced a health replacement plan that would maintain the ACA’s taxes 
while providing states flexibility to offer coverage to their citizens using the Obamacare structure or craft an alternative.. 
There are still many, however, who remain strongly in favor of complete ACA repeal and replace, including the House 
Freedom Caucus, House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady (R-Texas) and Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-Utah). Chairman Hatch has definitively called for all of the law’s taxes to be repealed as quickly 
as possible. Even Chairman Walden, however, has acknowledged that a compromise would have to be reached on the 
issue of Medicaid expansion in order to successfully pass ACA repeal, given the number of Republican members with 
constituents who have benefited from expansion of the program in their state. 

IPAB Repeal Bills Introduced  

Legislation that would repeal the Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB) was introduced in both the House 
and the Senate last week. IPAB was created by the Affordable Care Act (ACA). It is responsible for making 

recommendations to reduce Medicare costs should spending exceed a certain target. The law allowed for a one-time 
process to discontinue IPAB if a joint resolution is introduced no later than February 1.  Members met the statutory 
deadline required to discontinue the process by introducing 3 identical joint resolutions fulfilling this statutory 
requirement.  In addition, three bills to repeal the Board in full were introduced. Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) introduced 
both a resolution (S.J.Res. 16) and a bill (S. 251) that would prevent the IPAB process from moving forward. Sen. Wyden’s 
bill has three cosponsors: Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.), Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.), and Sen. Brian Schatz 
(D-Hawaii). John Cornyn (R-Texas) also introduced both a joint resolution (S.J.Res. 17) and repeal bill (S. 260), which 
currently has 25 Republican cosponsors. In the House, Rep. David Roe (R-Tenn.) and  Rep. Raul Ruiz (D-Calif.) introduced 
H.J. Res. 51 and H.R. 849.  The latter currently has 12 Republican cosponsors.

More than 155 million people get their coverage through their employer. The tax exclusion is the largest subsidy provided 
through the tax code - $250 billion in premiums for employer-sponsored health insurance are excluded from federal 
income and payroll taxes. Those opposed to the proposal are concerned that capping the exclusion could reduce the 
number of people with employer-sponsored insurance and negatively impact people with high medical costs. The Senate 
Finance Committee will follow the example of Ways and Means in considering the policy.  There is still no consensus on 
how to cap the employer tax exclusion, or whether the change should be included in the first or second reconciliation bill 
expected to pass this year. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/30/presidential-executive-order-reducing-regulation-and-controlling
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Upcoming Congressional Hearings and Meetings

Recently Introduced Health Legislation

Hearings Held on the Future of the ACA and Entitlement Programs 

Seven congressional hearings were held across five committees last week to serve as guidance for the GOP as they work 
to repeal and repair the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and reform the Medicare and Medicaid programs.  The Energy 

and Commerce Health Subcommittee held a hearing titled “Patient Relief from Collapsing Health Markets” to consider 
legislation that would change the age rating for health insurers and shorten the grace period for people who fail to pay 
their premiums. The Committee also considered a bill from Chairman Greg Walden (R-Ore.) that would bar insurers 
from denying coverage to those with preexisting conditions, but does not prescribe a limit on what insurers could charge 
patients who do not retain continuous coverage. Republicans argued that their goal is to lower the price of premiums 
and expand access to health insurance. Chairman Walden’s proposal was criticized by Ranking Member Frank Pallone 
(D-N.J.) for undermining consumer protections and discriminating against those with preexisting conditions. The Senate 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee held a hearing on the individual health insurance market. The 
witnesses, who included insurance regulators and executives, stressed the importance of stability in the individual market. 
Several House hearings were held about potential changes to the Medicaid program. The Energy and Commerce Health 
Subcommittee evaluated three pieces of draft legislation focused on keeping the wealthy out of Medicaid and ensuring 
the program is only serving those who are citizens or legal immigrants. During the hearing, Republicans focused on 
the need to restrain the Medicaid program’s cost growth, and make sure it is serving the program’s intended population. 
Democrats expressed concerns that their colleagues were trying to scale back the program, which they stressed serves not 
only the low-income, but elderly Americans in need of long-term care as well. During a Senate Budget Committee hearing 
on the Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO) Budget and Economic Outlook, members debated the need to curb federal 
entitlement programs. During his testimony, CBO Director Keith Hall explained the risks and consequences of allowing 
the national debt to continue to increase. Chairman Michael Enzi (R-Wyo.) said that he was open to leaving every option 
on the table, including an overhaul of Social Security and Medicare. Ranking Member Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) encouraged 
his colleagues to allow President Trump to keep his campaign promise to not cut these programs. 

The House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee will hold a markup of H.R. 181, Close Annuity Loopholes in 
Medicaid (CALM) Act and H.R. 829, The Prioritizing the Most Vulnerable Over Lottery Winners Act of 2017); 10:00 
a.m., 2123 Rayburn Bldg.; February 7

House Small Business Committee holds a hearing on “Reimagining the Health Care Marketplace for America’s Small 
Businesses,” Feb. 7, 11 a.m. 2360 Rayburn

H.Res.64 (introduced by Rep. Janice D. Schakowsky): Recognizing the roles and contributions of America’s Certified 
Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) and their role in providing quality healthcare for the public; Energy and 
Commerce

H.Res.67 (introduced by Rep. Elliot L. Engel): Expressing support for designation of November 2017, as “National Bladder 
Health Month”; Oversight and Government Reform

H.R.705 (introduced by Rep. Bill Flores): To amend titles XI and XIX of the Social Security Act to promote program 
integrity with respect to the enrollment of certain immigrants in State plans under Medicaid, and for other purposes; 
Energy and Commerce



Hart Health Strategies Inc. 4

H.R.706 (introduced by Rep. Marsha Blackburn): To amend title I of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to 
require verification for eligibility for enrollment during special enrollment periods in PPACA insurance plans, and for 
other purposes; Energy and Commerce

H.R.707 (introduced by Rep. Marsha Blackburn): To amend the Social Security Act to improve choices available to 
Medicare eligible seniors by permitting them to elect (instead of regular Medicare benefits) to receive a voucher for a 
health savings account, for premiums for a high deductible health insurance plan, or both and by suspending Medicare late 
enrollment penalties between ages 65 and 70; Ways and Means, Energy and Commerce

H.R.708 (introduced by Rep. Larry Bucshon): To amend title XXVII of the Public Health Service Act to change the 
permissible age variation in health insurance premium rates; Energy and Commerce

H.R.710 (introduced by Rep. Bill Flores): To amend the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to better align the grace 
period required for non-payment of premiums before discontinuing coverage under qualified health plans with such grace 
periods provided for under State law; Ways and Means

H.R.714 (introduced by Rep. Morgan H. Griffith): To provide for the legitimate use of medicinal marihuana in accordance 
with the laws of the various States; Energy and Commerce

H.R.715 (introduced by Rep. Morgan H. Griffith): To provide for the rescheduling of marihuana, the medical use of 
marihuana in accordance with State law, and the exclusion of cannabidiol from the definition of marihuana, and for other 
purposes; Energy and Commerce, Judiciary

H.R.741 (introduced by Rep. Lynn Jenkins): To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to provide for a permanent 
extension of the enforcement instruction on Medicare supervision requirements for outpatient therapeutic services in 
critical access and small rural hospitals; Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means

H.R.749 (introduced by Rep. Kurt Schrader): To increase competition in the pharmaceutical industry; Energy and 
Commerce

H.R.750 (introduced by Rep. James F. Sensenbrenner, Jr.):  To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to expand and 
revise the classification of and payment for complex rehabilitation technology items under the Medicare program, and for 
other purposes; Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means

H.Res.69 (introduced by Rep. Stephen Knight): Expressing support for designation of the 17th day in May as “DIPG 
Awareness Day” to raise awareness and encourage the research into cures for diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma (DIPG) and 
pediatric cancers in general; Energy and Commerce

S.243 (introduced by Sen. John Thune): A bill to provide for a permanent extension of the enforcement instruction on 
supervision requirements for outpatient therapeutic services in critical access and small rural hospitals; Finance

H.R.766 (introduced by Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez): To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to establish a pilot 
program to expand telehealth options under the Medicare program for individuals residing in public housing located in 
health professional shortage areas, and for other purposes; Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means

H.R.774 (introduced by Rep. Grace Meng): To remove the limitation on Medicaid coverage of tobacco cessation 
nonprescription drugs; Energy and Commerce

H.J.Res.51 (introduced by Rep. David P. Roe): Approving the discontinuation of the process for consideration and 
automatic implementation of the annual proposal of the Independent Medicare Advisory Board under section 1899A of 
the Social Security Act; Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means
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H.R.797 (introduced by Rep. Jenniffer Gonzalez-Colon): To amend title XIX of the Social Security Act to remove the 
matching requirement for a territory to use specially allocated Federal funds for Medicare covered part D drugs for low-
income individuals; Energy and Commerce

H.R.807 (introduced by Rep. Erik Paulsen): To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to repeal the Medicare 
outpatient rehabilitation therapy caps, and for other purposes; Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means

S.251 (introduced by Sen. Ron Wyden): A bill to repeal the Independent Payment Advisory Board in order to ensure that it 
cannot be used to undermine the Medicare entitlement for beneficiaries; Finance

S.252 (introduced by Sen. Bill Nelson): A bill to amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to require drug manufacturers 
to provide drug rebates for drugs dispensed to low-income individuals under the Medicare prescription drug benefit 
program; Finance

S.253 (introduced by Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin): A bill to amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation therapy caps; Finance

S.256 (introduced by Sen. Heidi Heitkamp): A bill to establish the Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health and Wellness 
Training pilot program to address human trafficking in the health care system; Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

S.260 (introduced by Sen. John Cornyn): A bill to repeal the provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
providing for the Independent Payment Advisory Board; Finance

S.J.Res.16 (introduced by Sen. Ron Wyden): A joint resolution approving the discontinuation of the process for 
consideration and automatic implementation of the annual proposal of the Independent Medicare Advisory Board under 
section 1899A of the Social Security Act; Finance

S.J.Res.17 (introduced by Sen. John Cornyn): A joint resolution approving the discontinuation of the process for 
consideration and automatic implementation of the annual proposal of the Independent Medicare Advisory Board under 
section 1899A of the Social Security Act; Finance

H.R.817 (introduced by Rep. Lloyd Doggett): To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to prevent surprise billing 
practices, and for other purpose; Ways and Means, Energy and Commerce

H.R.820 (introduced by Rep. Michael T. McCaul): To maximize discovery, and accelerate development and availability, of 
promising childhood cancer treatments, and for other purposes; Energy and Commerce

H.Res.84 (introduced by Rep. Debbie Dingell): Expressing support for designation of February 4, 2017, as National Cancer 
Prevention Day; Energy and Commerce

S.284 (introduced by Sen. Sherrod Brown): A bill to amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to prevent surprise billing 
practices, and for other purposes; Finance

S.292 (introduced by Sen. Jack Reed): A bill to maximize discovery, and accelerate development and availability, of 
promising childhood cancer treatments, and for other purposes; Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

S.297 (introduced by Sen. Susan M. Collins): A bill to increase competition in the pharmaceutical industry; Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions
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Josh	Gottheimer	(D-NJ-05) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	Rep.	Scott	Garrett,	R	•	RESIDENCE:	Wyckoff	•	BORN:	Mar.	8,	1975;	Livingston	•	
RELIGION:	Jewish	•	FAMILY:	Wife,	Marla;	two	children	•	EDUCATION:	U.	of	Penn.,	B.A.	1997	(history);	
Harvard	U.,	J.D.	2004	•	CAREER:	Ford	Motor	Company	and	Microsoft	communications	exec.;	FCC	and	
U.S.	 Commission	 on	 Civil	 Rights	 senior	 advisor;	 White	 House	 and	 presidential	 campaign	 aide	 •	
POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	No	previous	office. 	
	
	
	
	

	
Tom	Suozzi	(D-NY-03) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	Jack	Martins,	R,	to	succeed	Rep.	Steve	Israel,	D,	who	retired	•	PRONOUNCED:	
SWAH-zee	 •	 RESIDENCE:	 Glen	 Cove	 •	 BORN:	 Aug.	 31,	 1962;	 Glen	 Cove	 •	 RELIGION:	 Catholic	 •	
FAMILY:	Wife,	Helene;	three	children	•	EDUCATION:	Boston	Coll.,	B.S.	1984	(accounting);	Fordham	
U.,	J.D.	1989	•	CAREER:	Lawyer	•	POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	Mayor	of	Glen	Cove,	1994-2001;	Nassau	
County	Exec.,	2002-09;	sought	Democratic	nomination	for	governor,	2006. 	
	
	
	
	

	
	
Adriano	Espaillat	(D-NY-13) 	

ELECTION:	 Defeated	 Tony	 Evans,	 R,	 to	 succeed	 Rep.	 Charles	 B.	 Rangel,	 D,	 who	 retired	 •	
PRONOUNCED:	 ah-dri-AN-o	 ess-PIE-yot	 •	 RESIDENCE:	 Manhattan	 •	 BORN:	 Sept.	 27,	 1954;	
Santiago,	Dominican	Rep.•	RELIGION:	Catholic	•	FAMILY:	Wife,	Marthera	Madera;	two	children	
•	EDUCATION:	Queens	Coll.,	B.S.	1978	(political	science)	•	CAREER:	Substance	abuse	education	
program	 director	 •	 POLITICAL	 HIGHLIGHTS:	 N.Y	 Assembly,	 1997-2010;	 N.Y.	 Senate,	 2011-
present;	sought	Dem.	nomination	for	U.S.	House,	2012	and	2014. 	
	
	
	

	
John	J.	Faso	(R-NY-19) 	

ELECTION:	 Defeated	 Zephyr	 Teachout,	 D,	 to	 succeed	 Rep.	 Chris	 Gibson,	 R,	 who	 retired	 •	
PRONOUNCED:	 like	 “LASSO”	 •	 RESIDENCE:	 Kinderhook	 •	 BORN:	 Aug.	 25,	 1952;	 Massapequa	 •	
RELIGION:	 Catholic	 •	 FAMILY:	Wife,	Mary	 Frances;	 two	 children	 •	 EDUCATION:	 State	 U.	 of	 N.Y.-
Brockport,	B.A.	1974;	Georgetown	U.,	 J.D.	1979	•	CAREER:	 Lawyer	•	POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	N.Y.	
Assembly,	1987-2002;	Rep.	nom.	for	governor,	2006;	sought	Rep.	nom.	for	U.S.	House,	2009. 	
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Claudia	Tenney	(R-NY-22) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	Kim	Myers,	D,	to	succeed	Rep.	Richard	Hanna,	R,	who	retired	•	RESIDENCE:	New	
Hartford	 •	 BORN:	 Feb.	 4,	 1961;	 Utica	 •	 RELIGION:	 Presbyterian	 •	 FAMILY:	 Divorced;	 one	 child	 •	
EDUCATION:	Colgate	U.,	B.A.	1983	 (political	 science);	U.	of	Cincinnati,	 J.D.	 1987	•	CAREER:	 Lawyer;	
state	 legislature	 aide;	 newspaper	 publisher;	 Yugoslavian	 Consulate	 General	 aide	 •	 POLITICAL	
HIGHLIGHTS:	N.Y.	Assembly,	2011-present;	sought	Republican	nomination	for	U.S.	House,	2014. 	
	
	
	
	

	
Ted	Budd	(R-NC-13) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	Bruce	Davis,	D,	to	succeed	Rep.	George	Holding,	R,	who	ran	in	another	district	
•	 RESIDENCE:	 Advance	 •	 BORN:	 Oct.	 21,	 1971;	Winston-Salem	 •	 RELIGION:	 Non-denominational	
Christian	•	FAMILY:	Wife,	Amy	Kate;	three	children	•	EDUCATION:	Appalachian	State	U.,	B.S.	1994	
(business	administration);	Dallas	Theological	Seminary,	Th.M.	1998;	Wake	Forest	U.,	M.B.A.	2007	•	
CAREER:	 Gun	 store	 and	 range	 owner;	 venture	 capitalist;	 facilities	 services	 company	 exec.	 •	
POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	No	previous	office. 	
	
	
	

	
Dwight	Evans	(D-PA-02) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	James	Jones,	R,	 in	a	special	election	to	succeed	Rep.	Chaka	Fattah,	D,	who	
resigned	•	RESIDENCE:	Philadelphia	•	BORN:	May	16,	1954;	Philadelphia	•	RELIGION:	Baptist	•	
FAMILY:	 Single	 •	 EDUCATION:	 Community	 Coll.	 of	 Philadelphia,	 A.A.	 1973;	 La	 Salle	 Coll.,	 B.A.	
1975	(English)	•	CAREER:	Community	organizer;	substitute	teacher	•	POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	Pa.	
House,	 1981-present;	 sought	 Democratic	 nomination	 for	 lt.	 gov.,	 1986,	 governor,	 1994	 and	
mayor	of	Philadelphia,	1999	and	2007.		
	
	
	

	
Brian	Fitzpatrick	(R-PA-08) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	Steve	Santarsiero,	D,	 to	 succeed	Rep.	Michael	G.	 Fitzpatrick,	R,	who	 retired	•	
RESIDENCE:	Middletown	Twp.	•	BORN:	Dec.	17,	1973;	Philadelphia	•	RELIGION:	Catholic	•	FAMILY:	
Single	•	EDUCATION:	La	Salle	U.,	B.S.B.A.	1996	(accounting);	Penn.	State	U.,	J.D.	and	M.B.A.	2001	•	
CAREER:	Lawyer;	FBI	agent;	business	consultant	•	POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	Special	asst.	U.S.	attorney,	
2011-13. 	
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Lloyd	K.	Smucker	(R-PA-16) 	

ELECTION:	 Defeated	 Christina	 M.	 Hartman,	 D	 to	 succeed	 Rep.	 Joe	 Pitts,	 R,	 who	 retired	 •	
RESIDENCE:	West	Lampeter	Twp.	•	BORN:	Jan.	23,	1964;	Lancaster	•	RELIGION:	Lutheran	•	FAMILY:	
Wife,	 Cindy;	 three	 children	•	 EDUCATION:	 Lebanon	Valley	Coll.,	 attended;	 Franklin	 and	Marshall	
Coll.,	attended	•	CAREER:	Water	dispenser	company	and	construction	company	owner	•	POLITICAL	
HIGHLIGHTS:	West	Lampeter	Twp.	Board,	2005-09;	Pa.	Senate,	2009-present.		
	
	
	
	

	
	
David	Kustoff	(R-TN-08) 	

ELECTION:	 Defeated	 Rickey	 Hobson,	 D,	 to	 succeed	 Rep.	 Stephen	 Fincher,	 R,	 who	 retired	 •	
RESIDENCE:	 Germantown	 •	 BORN:	 Oct.	 8,	 1966;	 Memphis	 •	 RELIGION:	 Jewish	 •	 FAMILY:	 Wife,	
Roberta;	two	children	•	EDUCATION:	Memphis	State	U.,	B.B.A.	1989	and	J.D.	1992	•	CAREER:	Lawyer	
•	 POLITICAL	 HIGHLIGHTS:	 Sought	 Republican	 nomination	 for	 U.S.	 House,	 2002;	 U.S.	 attorney	 for	
Western	Tenn.,	2006-08;	Tenn.	Higher	Education	Commission	vice	chair,	2015-present.		
	
	
	
	

	
	
Vicente	Gonzalez	(D-TX-15) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	Tim	Westley,	R,	to	succeed	Rep.	Rubén	Hinojosa,	D,	who	retired	•	RESIDENCE:	
McAllen	•	BORN:	Sept.	4,	1967;	Corpus	Christi	•	RELIGION:	Catholic	•	FAMILY:	Wife,	Loretta	Saenz	
Gonzalez	 •	 EDUCATION:	 Embry-Riddle	 Aeronautical	 U.,	 B.S.	 1992	 (aviation	 business	
administration);	 Texas	 Wesleyan	 U.,	 J.D.	 1996	 •	 CAREER:	 Lawyer	 •	 POLITICAL	 HIGHLIGHTS:	 No	
previous	office.		
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
Jodey	C.	Arrington	(R-TX-19) 	

ELECTION:	 Defeated	 third-party	 candidates	 to	 succeed	 Rep.	 Randy	 Neugebauer	 R,	 who	 retired	 •	
RESIDENCE:	Lubbock	•	BORN:	Mar.	9,	1972;	Lubbock	•	RELIGION:	Evangelical	Presbyterian	•	FAMILY:	
Wife,	Anne;	three	children	•	EDUCATION:	Texas	Tech	U.,	B.A.	1994	(political	science)	and	M.P.A.	1997	
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•	CAREER:	Health	care	holding	company	president;	university	vice	chancellor;	FDIC,	White	House	and	gubernatorial	aide	
•	POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	Republican	candidate	for	Texas	Senate,	2014	(special). 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Scott	Taylor	(R-VA-02) 	

ELECTION:	 Defeated	 Shaun	 Brown,	 D,	 to	 succeed	 Rep.	 Scott	 Rigell,	 R,	 who	 retired	 •	 RESIDENCE:	
Virginia	Beach	•	BORN:	Apr.	27,	1979;	Baltimore,	Md.	•	RELIGION:	Christian	•	FAMILY:	Single;	one	
child	•	EDUCATION:	Harvard	U.,	A.L.B.	2013	(international	relations)	•	MILITARY:	Navy,	1997-2005	•	
CAREER:	 Real	 estate	 broker;	 business	 security	 consultant	 •	 POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	 Candidate	 for	
mayor	 of	 Virginia	 Beach,	 2008;	 sought	 Rep.	 nomination	 for	 U.S.	 House,	 2010;	 Va.	 House,	 2014-
present. 	
	
	
	

	
A.	Donald	McEachin	(D-VA-04) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	Mike	Wade,	R,	to	succeed	Rep.	J.	Randy	Forbes,	R,	who	ran	in	another	district	•	
RESIDENCE:	Henrico	•	BORN:	Oct.	10,	1961;	Nuremberg,	Germany	(U.S.	Base)	•	RELIGION:	Baptist	•	
FAMILY:	Wife,	Colette	Wallace	McEachin;	three	children	•	EDUCATION:	American	U.,	B.S.	1982;	U.	of	
Va.,	 J.D.	 1986;	 Va.	 Union	U.,	M.Div.	 2008,	 •	 CAREER:	 Lawyer	 •	 POLITICAL	 HIGHLIGHTS:	 Va.	 House,	
1996-2002	 and	 2006-08;	 Democratic	 nominee	 for	 Va.	 attorney	 general,	 2001;	 Va.	 Senate,	 2008-
present.		
	
	
	

	
	
Tom	Garrett	(R-VA-05) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	 Jane	Dittmar,	D,	 to	 succeed	Rep.	Robert	Hurt,	R,	who	 retired	•	RESIDENCE:	
Scottsville	 •	 BORN:	Mar.	 27,	 1972;	 Atlanta,	 Ga.	 •	 RELIGION:	 Disciples	 of	 Christ	 •	 FAMILY:	Wife,	
Flanna;	 two	children	•	EDUCATION:	U.	of	Richmond,	B.S.	 1995	and	 J.D.	2003	•	MILITARY:	Army,	
1995-2000	•	CAREER:	Lawyer;	deputy	county	attorney;	state	campaign	and	 leg.	aide	•	POLITICAL	
HIGHLIGHTS:	 Va.	 assistant	 attorney	 general,	 2006-07;	 Louisa	 County	 Commonwealth’s	 attorney,	
2008-11;	Va.	Senate,	2012-present.		
	
	
	

	
Pramila	Jayapal	(D-WA-07) 	

ELECTION:	Defeated	Brady	P.	Walkinshaw,	D,	 to	 succeed	Rep.	 Jim	McDermott,	D,	who	 retired	•	
PRONOUNCED:	 pra-MIL-a	 JYE-a-paul	 •	 RESIDENCE:	 Columbia	 City	 •	 BORN:	 Sept.	 21,	 1965;	
Chennai,	 India	 •	 RELIGION:	 Unspecified	 •	 FAMILY:	 Husband,	 Steve	 Williamson;	 two	 children	 •	
EDUCATION:	 Georgetown	 U.,	 B.A.	 1986	 (English);	 Northwestern	 U.,	 M.B.A.	 1990	 •	 CAREER:	
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Immigrant	 rights	 nonprofit	 director;	 public	 health	 grant	 fund	 director	 •	 POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	Wash.	 Senate,	 2015-
present. 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Mike	Gallagher	(R-WI-08) 	

ELECTION:	 Defeated	 Tom	 Nelson,	 D,	 to	 succeed	 Rep.	 Reid	 Ribble,	 R,	 who	 retired	 •	 RESIDENCE:	
Green	Bay	·	BORN:	Mar.	3,	1984	;	Green	Bay	•	RELIGION:	Catholic	•	FAMILY:	Single	•	EDUCATION:	
Princeton	U.,	A.B.	2006	(Near	Eastern	studies);	Georgetown	U.,	M.A.	2012	(security	studies),	M.A.	
2013	(government)	and	Ph.D.	2015	(intl.	relations)	•	MILITARY:	Marine	Corps,	2006-13	•	CAREER:	
Energy	market	strategist;	presidential	campaign	aide;	congressional	aide	•	POLITICAL	HIGHLIGHTS:	
No	previous	office. 	
	
	
	

	
	
Liz	Cheney	(R-WY-AL) 	

ELECTION:	 Defeated	 Ryan	 Greene,	 D,	 to	 succeed	 Rep.	 Cynthia	 M.	 Lummis,	 R,	 who	 retired	 •	
RESIDENCE:	 Wilson	 •	 BORN:	 July	 28,	 1966;	 Madison,	 Wis.	 •	 RELIGION:	 Methodist	 •	 FAMILY:	
Husband,	Philip	Perry;	 five	 children	•	EDUCATION:	Colo.	Coll.,	B.A.	1988	 (political	 science);	U.	of	
Chicago,	 J.D.	 1996	 •	 CAREER:	 Lawyer;	 State	 Dept.	 aide	 •	 POLITICAL	 HIGHLIGHTS:	 State	 Dept.	
deputy	asst.	sec.,	2002-03	and	principal	deputy	asst.	sec.	2005-06;	sought	Republican	nomination	
for	U.S.	Senate,	2014.	
	
	


